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City of Falls City 
 Public Works Committee Meeting 

Thursday March 30, 2023  6:00PM 
Meeting Location: 320 N. Main Street 

 
 

 Committee Members Present 
 Mike McConnell, Tony Meier, Tracy Young, Cliff Lauder, Guy Mack. City Manager AJ Foscoli and 
 PWS Jon Creekmore  joined Committee.  Members absent Jeff Propp, Gordon Hanson. 
 
 1)  Call to Order 
      Chair McConnell called the meeting to order at 6:02 PM, took roll call. 
 
 2)  Pledge of Allegiance 
      Chair McConnell led the Committee in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
 3)  Motion to Adopt the entire Agenda 
      Member Mack moved and member Meier seconded: that we adopt the entire Agenda.  

Motion carried 5-0-0 Ayes. Mike McConnell, Tony Meier, Tracy Young, Cliff Lauder, Guy Mack. 
 
 4)  Consent Agenda: Motion Action Approving Consent Agenda Items 
      Member Meier moved and member Young seconded:  that we approve Consent Agenda 

Item, PWC Minutes February 23, 2023   Motion carried 4-0-0 Ayes. Mike McConnell, Tony 
Meier, Tracy Young, Guy Mack. 

 
 5)  Public Comment - None 
       
 6)  New Business - None   
                
 7)  Old Business 
      A.  Safe Routes to School 
            City Manager Foscoli informed the Committee that after delays the City has resolved 

issues with a property owner and that the Safe Routes to Schools are hopefully on schedule to be 
constructed this summer. City Engineer needs to make minor changes and the project needs to 
be put out to bid. 

             General discussion among PWC members as to exact placement of part of the route and 
mitigating measures to curtail misuse of route by cars, motorbikes and bikes. 

 
       B.  Excessive Septic Tank Pumping 
             City Manager Foscoli asked PWC if some individual septic tanks that require more 

frequent pumping than the DEQ mandate of every five (5) years, should the property owner pay 
for the added pumping costs?  Should the City realign fees according to how many times septic 
times are pumped? 

             Member Meier moved and member Lauder seconded that: The apartments at 418 North 
Main Street pay three (3) sewer fees based upon the three (3) water meters and three (3) 
apartments being inhabited.  Motion carried 5-0-0.  Ayes: Mike McConnell, Tony Meier, Tracy 
Young, Cliff Lauder, Guy Mack. 

             Member Mack questioned why the Commercial (CM1) rate was the same as the 
Residential (RS1).  PWC requires more time and information to come to an equitable solution.  

 
        C.  Permit Parking on North Main Street 
  City Manager, Foscoli informed the PWC that the City has come to a tentative agreement 

with a tree service contractor to remove all tree service vehicles and equipment from North Main 
Street to the City parking lot at Bridge and Parry in exchange for removal of City owned dead or 
nuisance trees. 
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  PWC further discussed the implementation of a Parking Permit Program for North Main 
Street.  Decided more information/discussion needed. 

  Member Meier moved and member Young seconded that:  No parking be permitted on 
the north side of North Main Street from Ellis Street east to the City Limits.   Motioned 
carried 3-0-2.  Ayes: Tony Meier, Tracy Young, Cliff Lauder. Abstain: Mike McConnell, Guy Mack. 

        
       
 8)  Correspondence, Comments and Ex-Officio Report 
      
 9)  Committee Announcements 
      Next meeting April 27, 2023. 
     
 10)  Adjourn 
      Member Mack moved and member Meier seconded: that we adjourn. Motion carried 5-0-0 

Ayes.  Mike McConnell, Tony Meier, Tracy Young, Cliff Lauder, Guy Mack.  Meeting adjourned at 
7:29.. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
      ____________________________ Public Works Committee Chair McConnell 
 
 
 
     Attested: _______________________ Public Works Committee Member 
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                Call Volume for Falls City Volunteer Fire Dept.  2023 Calls                         
                                             (JANUARY-DECEMBER) 
 

    2023 
MONTH 
 

MEDICAL PUBLIC 
ASSIST 

    
MV
A 

 STRUCTURE 
        FIRE 

GRASS 
BRUSH 
TREE 
FIRE 
 

POWER 
  LINE 

SW CALLS 
FCFD 
RESPOND 
ON 

SW 
ASSISTED 
FCFD 
CALLS 

MO. 
TOTAL 
CALLS 

  JAN 6 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 8 
   FEB 6 0 1 

SW 
0 2 0 0 1 med 

1 mva 
9 

    MAR 7 0 0 2 0 0 0 1 fire 9 
APR          
MAY          
JUNE          
 JULY          
AUG          
SEPT          
OCT          
NOV          
DEC          
YR 

TOTALS 
         

 
  Fire Department Report for April 2023 Council Meeting: 
 Happy Spring and Easter! 
 The new Brush Truck is headed to the shop to start putting the fire components on the truck. It most 
likely will take at least two months or more to complete. 
 We have 6-7 volunteers whose training certifications are submitted this month to DPSST for Fire 
Fighter One certification. Completed training for this certification takes about two years to do.Many 
hours of hard work by our fire instructors, and fire candidates to make this happen! John Gilbert 
personally took this project on last year to get our candidates trained and certified. 
 
Our new project with the OSFM office to obtain (free) funds to purchase and support our Emergency 
Evacuation Program for Falls City is slowly progressing. Paper work is being completed and soon 
funds will be available to start the projects. 
 
It's time to renew our EMT/Paramedic's licenses next month. Sharon applies annually for fee waivers 
with the state, Saving about $5-700.00 each year. This makes the 20th year, saving the city $7,800.+. 
Keeping good records, completing applications and grant qualifications and maintaining volunteer 
training criteria has helped us achieve those savings. 
Thank you for your continued support and all of your hard work for our community! 
Prepared by Sharon Volk Greve, Assistant Chief, Falls City Fire   (503) 871-5140 Page 26Page 26Page 26Page 26
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City of Falls City 
299 Mill St  Falls City, Oregon  97344 

Ph. (503) 787-3631  www.fallscityoregon.gov 
 

 
 

Public Works Report  
March of 2023 

 
 
 
Administration 
Normal operations.   
 
Water Division 
Normal operations. 
 
Sewer Division 
Normal operations. 
 
Streets Division 
Normal operations. 
 
Parks & Cemeteries Division 
Normal operations. 
 
Non-Sewer Wastewater Division (TMDL) 
Jon Creekmore went to a class on BMP use in Salem. 
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Note: If you have questions/concerns, please respond to me individually by email, phone, or in person.  This way we avoid violating 
any public meetings laws with a “reply all” response, or multiple councilors discussing on the same thread.  
 
 

 City of Falls City 
299 Mill Street 

Falls City, OR 97344 
Ph 503.787.3631 

 
 
 

City Manager’s Report April 10, 2023 
 
Introduction 
Though much of the country has been battered by extreme weather, and though our County’s 
Emergency Manager has shared several dire forecasts for our region, none of them have 
fortunately come to pass, so our operations have been largely unaffected. We hope that this 
trend continues in what tends to be our wettest season, which in turn affects our water 
treatment abilities. This year, with the help of our contract engineers, we will be constructing a 
revamped water intake device at Glaze Creek to allow for uninterrupted water intake, 
especially during heavy rain and wind events that clog our current device. 
 
Wastewater Project – Having successfully fulfilled all of the obligations for DEQ funding for the 
facility, we are now moving into the bidding phase of the project. Our contract engineer 
Westech have published the bid documents in all relevant publications, and we’ve already 
begun receiving inquiries from potential vendors. Though we cannot verify at this stage that the 
construction can take place in 2023, we are moving under that assumption until we get word 
otherwise. Parallel to these efforts, we are finally working on purchasing the property that will 
house the lagoons for our new system, as well as working with the property owner whose land 
borders the lagoon site and has given us an outflow easement to the Little Luckiamute. Staff is 
also continuing to lobby both state and county organizations to bring that loan amount down as 
much as possible. 
 
Luckiamute Community Building – We have been working with Polk County partners to bring a 
Business Resource Fair to the Luckiamute Community Building so as to extend business support 
opportunities to our local companies. The tentative date for this event is Friday, May 12. We 
would be grateful for additional promotion of this to the local community, so as soon as we 
receive the flyer for this event, we will share with all council members. The work our current 
tenants have been doing in the building is helping to make the space usable for a variety of 
activities, such as the resource fair and are actively recruiting other businesses for additional 
temporary uses of the space. 
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Note: If you have questions/concerns, please respond to me individually by email, phone, or in person.  This way we avoid violating 
any public meetings laws with a “reply all” response, or multiple councilors discussing on the same thread.  
 
 

Code Enforcement & Municipal Court – Polk County Sheriff’s Office has recently hired someone 
for the Community Service Deputy position so we are confident that there will be a resumption 
of towing of vehicles that are illegally parked within city limits. In addition, we have identified a 
local resident who is interested in the Code Enforcement position and will be looking at helping 
City Hall deal with additional code infractions. We have a tentative agreement to put together a 
program that will address as many of the code issues as is possible with the funding that we 
currently have in place. 
 
Towing Services – In order to have more leverage to deter extended parking, reviewing a 
permit-only parking zone program on Main Street was brought up to the March council 
meeting which then instructed the City Manager to liaise with the Public Works Committee on 
what can be done on N. Main Street. The committee deliberated at their March meeting over 
what a permit-only parking program would look like on N. Main Street. There were several 
proposals and one motion to change part of N. Main to “No Parking”. The committee will be 
meeting again in April to come up with a final set of guidelines to present to the City Council for 
review. 
 
Safe Routes to School Project – The Safe Routes to School project elicited several comments 
from the Public Works Committee about the design and how it potentially impacts planned 
streets that are in our transportation plan. The concerns stemmed from how planned roads 
would be affected by the walking path up Boundary Street, which due to lack of funding have 
never been improved. The contract engineers have done their best to take into consideration 
all access needs and are working through alternatives to ensure that the new pathway between 
the High School and Elementary School is as safe and accessible as the topography allows. 
 
Community Center Roof Leaks – Staff is working with construction professionals to set up a 
time to repair the roof above the Community Center. This is usually dry weather work, so it will 
most likely be scheduled for later in the spring/early summer. 
 
Excessive Domestic Sewer Pumping – The Public Works Committee deliberated at their March 
meeting over how to deal with excessive domestic sewer pumpings. The discussion revolved 
around enacting fees which would be equitable and not penalize residents who are on shared 
tanks. As there were many factors to consider, the committee has chosen to bring several 
proposals at the next meeting and discuss the merits of each. One possible motion that will 
come from the committee will be to possibly increase the city’s sewer fees for Commercial 
customers, as it is currently in line with residential ones though they have a higher impact on 
the system.  The committee will be meeting again in April to identify which motions to present 
to the City Council for consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 
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Note: If you have questions/concerns, please respond to me individually by email, phone, or in person.  This way we avoid violating 
any public meetings laws with a “reply all” response, or multiple councilors discussing on the same thread.  
 
 

Clerk’s Report 
 
City Hall 
• New printer in City Hall was installed and is a lower cost to the city 
 
Public Works 
• Speed signs will be installed when the weather improves 
• Speed test will be conducted next spring by the County 
• Mill lot fence has been put on hold to install cameras to monitor the lot 
• Rumble strips are ready to install as soon as we get some warmer weather 
• Old Grader liquidation – continuing work with State Surplus 
• Tree Removal – widow maker removed on Lombard and Chamberlain 
 
Luckiamute Community Building 
• Exterior cameras are ready to install as soon as we get some decent weather 
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